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It’s TCRC Auction 

Time!!!!! 
 

by Jim Cook 
 

     The biggest R/C Airplane Auction in the Upper Midwest -- the TCRC 

Annual Auction -- will be held this Saturday, February 7th, at its normal 

location of CrossPoint Church at the intersection of 98th Street and France 

Avenue in Bloomington, Minnesota. 
 

     If you are planning on being a seller at the TCRC Auction, you can still 

pre-register at TCRCOnline.com.  Instructions for pre-registration are on 

page 6 of this newsletter.  Otherwise, you can register the morning of the 

auction.  Remember there is a minimum opening bid requirement of $20, 

so sellers are urged to bundle lower priced items to be well above the $20 

opening.  If the seller check-in people do not believe an item will achieve 

the minimum bid, they may require that item to be sold on the bargain 

table during the auction. 
 

     If you are a buyer, you will have a couple of different means to 

purchase R/C airplanes and equipment:  1) By bidding on items 

continually coming across the main stage from 9:00 AM to 5:00 PM;  and 

2)  By visiting the bargain table for R/C items priced between $15-$30. 
 

     Doors open at 6:45 AM for seller registration and check in, and for 

buyer registration.  There is a $5 admission charge for everyone attending 

the auction.  A Bidder’s Card is included in the admission charge.   

 

     At 8:15 AM the impound area will be opened to give the bidders a 

chance to get close-up looks at the items that will be sold.  In addition, all 

items heading for the auction block will proceed down tables in the auction 

hall and be shown on a closed-circuit TV screen appearing on the main 

stage.  Items approaching the auction block take about 45 minutes to go 

across these tables.  This year, the very large airplanes will be in the front 

on or by the stage, and most will go on the auction block around noon. 

 

     If you are a seller and you feel 

your item is selling for too low of a 

price, you may protect that item by 

being the winning bidder.  In that 

case, you will be charged a buyback 

fee of 10% of the selling price up to a 

maximum of $20.  On successful 

auction sales, TCRC takes a 

commission of $5 or 10% of the 

selling price, whichever is greater, on 

all items. 

 

     Throughout the course of the day, 

there will be a concession stand 

starting with coffee and rolls in the 

morning, and sandwiches and 

beverages for the rest of the day.  

Patrons must stay in the concession 

area (which is on the main auction 

floor) while eating and drinking.  No 

food or beverage is allowed outside of 

this area, including carry-ins. 

 

     For buyers, TCRC accepts cash, 

checks and credit cards.  If a credit 

card is used a 3% fee will be charged.  

All items must be paid for and 

removed by the end of the auction. 

 

     Sellers will be sent their proceeds 

from sales very soon after the auction. 

 

     Because this is such a long event, 

TCRC has purchased many nice 

airplane kits that can be won by 

several  lucky  bidders  if they  are still 

Continued On Page 2, Col. 3 
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     Happy Ground Hog Day!!!  I really hate to inform you but the best 

weather forecaster in the world Punxsutawney Phil saw his shadow which 

means 6 more weeks of winter.  But we kind of knew that already.  I hope 

that we are coming out of the cold snap and warmer temperatures are on 

their way. 
 

     With it now being February the 49th  Annual TCRC Auction is just 

around the corner which means this coming Saturday the 7th.  It’s not too 

late to get a seller number and sell a few airplanes or related items.  The 

auction is a great way to sell that plane that you no longer fly and purchase 

a different one.  You can also sell any related R/C airplane items that are 

in your way and cluttering your shop.  Remember the starting bid is 20 

dollars so you might have to bundle a few things together to meet the 

minimum bid.  
 

     Admission to the auction is 5 dollars which includes a bidder number.  

Everyone over 18 needs to pay the admission fee even if you don’t want a 

bidder number.  Once you pay for your admission you will get a hand 

stamp which allows you into the hall where the auction is held. 
 

 Concessions will be available with coffee and doughnuts in the morning 

and hot dogs for lunch with soda and water available.  There will be door 

prizes given away in the afternoon for non-TCRC members to win.  The 

longer you stay the better chance of winning a great door prize. 
 

     There will be a Raffle for a P-51 ARF made by Black Horse Models.  

Raffle tickets are 5 dollars, but we are only selling 100 tickets.  That makes 

your chance of winning better than one in one hundred.  The Raffle prize 

was donated by Dynamic Balsa located in Leonore Illinois.  Thanks Brian. 
 

     For TCRC members, this is your chance to volunteer your time as we 

need about 50 members to make the auction the huge success it has been 

in the past.  Please step up and help out.  At the next membership meeting 

on February 10th TCRC will be providing pizza and soda as an 

appreciation for working at the auction. TCRC will be giving out some 

gift certificates to Sky Hobby for volunteering.  We will be discussing 

results and how the auction went.  We are always looking for input on how 

to make the auction better in the years to come.  The board should also 

have some interesting information and numbers on the auction that night. 
 

See you at the auction and the next meeting.                                            ☺ 

 

 

TCRC 49th 

Annual Auction 
 

Continued From Page 1 
 

present at the end of the auction.  

These can only be won by non-TCRC 

members. 
 

     The TCRC Auction is a great 

event, and it gives both buyers and 

sellers a chance to sell or purchase 

some great R/C items and to be a part 

of an enjoyable event on a cold 

winter day.  Come to the 49th TCRC 

Annual Auction this Saturday, 

February 7th.  It will be bigger and 

better than ever!                             ☺ 
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     Two really nice airplanes showed up for S & T at 

the January meeting. 

 

 
 

 
 

     Steve Flaten had a gorgeous F86 ducted fan jet on 

display.  It was built from a Bob Violett kit and had a 

wingspan of 63-inches and weighed in at 17-pounds.  It 

was powered with a BVM 91 engine with a tuned pipe.  

The jet was done in white wings and fuse with red trim.  

It was complete with BVM retracts and flaps.  This 

plane was built and first flew in 1998 and was entered 

into Scale Jet category at the Toledo Expo in 1999, 

where it took 2nd place.  Steve said the plane has in 

excess of 150 flights and is currently going a minor 

restoration for a hard landing. 

 

 
 

     Sherwood Heggen had a Big Stik 40 at the meeting.  

Sherwood had built this Stik from plans that he 

obtained in October from the Morgan Larson estate.  

Very surprisingly Sherwood said that he had never had 

a Stik before.  He said it was a very easy build.  It 

weighed in at 6-pounds and had a 56-inch wingspan.  It 

was covered with Ultrakote in traditional red with 

German crosses on the wings, vertical stab and the 

fuselage.  It was powered with a Saito 72 4-stroke 

engine which he said was a good match for the plane.  

He said that November was unusually warm and he was 

able to get in the maiden flight on November 21st.   He 

said it was a great flying sport plane.                                    ☺ 

 

(Photos by Scott Anderson) 

 

 
   
   A member can have his new or rebuilt airplane 

appear in the Show & Tell column just by sending a 

picture of the plane and a data sheet about the 

plane.  (Data sheets can be obtained on the club 

website, TCRCOnline.com). 
 

     Send your pictures and info by texting to Jim 

Cook at 952-200-2030 or emailing them to him at 

jimcook888@icloud.com.  Data arriving before the 

last day of the month should make the newsletter. 

 

     Now, you don’t have to attend a meeting to show 

the membership what you have been building. 

 

mailto:jimcook888@icloud.com
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Read during the Ides of March 
 

     Looking ahead for ideas, the 

1981 March Flare-out had a 

poem written by David P 

Andersen.  It highlighted much 

of what stuff is and does.(photo 

shown) The last line is the 

moral of the poem: 

 

I just can’t ignore it, each little 

doo-dad needs more-dads to 

support it.  It’s really quite bad, 

there’s no advice I can heed.  

The more stuff I’ve got the 

more stuff I need. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     The March 1981 and 1991 

issues had written meeting 

notes that highlighted stuff 

for Show & Tell explaining 

who and what.  Now by 2001 

Show & Tell has pictures in 

black and whites.  Now that 

we are in the modern digital 

era, we can read the Flare-out 

in high quality digital and 

color. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

     Recent March editions have stuff 

like FAA regulations, fair winter 

weather flying at TCRC field, and 

auction reviews.  An assumption is 

that 2026 March Flare-out will have 

several pages of this year’s auction in 

glorious color pictures and reviews.  

 

Read during the Ides 

of March 

 

18304 
 

     If someone were injured at the 

TCRC flying field and you had to call 

911, what would you tell the operator 

for the location of the emergency?  

You would tell the operator the fire 

number for our field: 18304. 

 

     For safety reasons, it is very 

important every member knows our 

fire number.  Hopefully, we will have 

the fire number prominently 

displayed in the shelter at the field in 

the very near future.                         ☺ 
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2026 Dues Renewal Information 

and Payment Instructions 
 

by Tim Wirtz, TCRC Treasurer 

 

2026 Membership[ Dues are the same as 2025 
 

   Normal Renewal Rate 

 

   $105.00 Regular  

   $105.00 Family   

     $47.50  Junior   

         $0.00  Social Affiliate 

 

• The Only change is that the Social Affiliate dues have been 

reduced to $0.00 by the Board.  For further information on this 

change, contact a board member. 

 

• If you are a new member who joined in Q4, 2025, your dues cover 

2026.  Contact Tim Wirtz if you have questions. 

 

How to pay your 2026 dues 
 

• You may pay your dues online using the PayPal links below*: 

 

• Regular Renewal – www.PayPal.Me/TCRCTreasurer108 

 

• If you wish to pay by Credit Card, Contact Tim Wirtz at 952-297-

5226* 

 

• If you wish to pay by check, make the check payable to TCRC and 

send to: TCRC, 1511 Emerson Avenue N, Minneapolis, MN 

55411 

 

The fine print (because you knew there would be) 
 

• Before your renewal application can be processed by TCRC, your 

AMA Membership must be current.  A 2026 TCRC Membership 

Card will not be issued until 

the AMA website shows your 

AMA status as current.  Your 

2026 AMA status will be 

verified using an AMA 

website application. 

 

• To serve the TCRC 

Membership, the Board 

requires a signature of each 

pilot confirming their intent to 

abide by the TCRC Field 

Rules that are posted in the 

shelter at the main field and 

on the TCRC Website. 

 

• Your payment of your dues 

constitutes your 

acknowledgment that you 

intend to abide by the TCRC 

Field Rules. 

 

• *Note that electronic payment 

(PayPal or Credit Card) will 

incur a $3.00 convenience fee. 

 

     TCRC will be using stickers 

instead of printing new cards for 

2026.  If you have lost your card, 

contact Tim Wirtz and a new card will 

be sent to you. 

 

     If you have any further questions 

concerning the 20216 TCRC dues 

renewal, contact Tim Wirtz at a 

membership meeting or by phone at 

952-297-5226.                                           ☺ 

 

TCRC meets every month on 

the 2nd Tuesday at 7:00 PM in 

Fellowship Hall of CrossPoint 

Church located on the 

southeastern corner of the 

intersection of 98th Street and 

France Avenue in Bloomington.  

Guests are welcome to attend 

these meetings. 

 

 

http://www.paypal.me/TCRCTreasurer108
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TCRC 2026 

Auction Pre-

Registration 
 

by Tom Hall 
 

     The Twin City Radio 

Controllers 49h annual auction is 

fast approaching!  This year it will 

again be held at CrossPoint Church, 

9801 France Avenue South in 

Bloomington on Saturday 

February 7, 2026!  
  

     You can register for a seller's 

number online again this year 

allowing you to fill out your seller's 

inventory card and label your items 

in the comfort of your warm home 

instead of freezing in the parking lot 

the morning of the auction. 
  

     To register please send an email 

to auctions@tcrconline.com with 

your name, address and phone 

number requesting a seller's 

number.  You can find full details 

including the seller's inventory card  

at https://tcrconline.com/auction.ph

p . And more detail can be found 

using this link: 
  

     Auction Flyer can be found here: 

https://tcrconline.com/documents/a

uction/TCRC%20Auction%20Flye

r%202026.pdf 

General TCRC Club information 

can be found here: 

https://tcrconline.com/index.php. 
   

     Hope to see you at the auction 

and please feel free to forward this 

on to your fellow modelers at other 

clubs to get the word out. 
 

     Please take the time now to 

figure out what items you will be 

selling and pre-register.                ☺ 

 

 

Calendar  
 

Feb. 6  Auction Set-up 

  CrossPoint Church 

  5:00 PM 

 

Feb. 7  TCRC Auction 

  CrossPoint Church 

  98th & France Avenue 

  Bloomington 

  7 AM to 5 PM 

 

Feb. 10  TCRC Membership  

  Meeting 7:00 PM 

  Pizza & Pop 

  CrossPoint Church 

  Bloomington 

 

Feb. 14  All Season Flyer 

  Session 

  Jordan Flying Site 

  10-10-10 Rule 

 

Mar. 7  End of Winter 

  FunFly 

  Jordan Flying Site 

  10-10-10 Rule 

 

Mar. 10  TCRC Membership  

  Meeting 7:00 PM 

  CrossPoint Church 

  Bloomington 

    

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Free Stuff At 

The January 

Meeting 
 

 
 

     President Bob cleaned out a 

drawer or two of his airplane stuff 

and decided to bring it to the 

January meeting and give it away.  

He completely filled a table with 

the items, and the members had a 

great time picking through them 

and taking home a few treasures.  ☺ 

 

mailto:auctions@tcrconline.com
mailto:auctions@tcrconline.com
https://tcrconline.com/auction.php
https://tcrconline.com/auction.php
https://tcrconline.com/documents/auction/TCRC%20Auction%20Flyer%202026.pdf
https://tcrconline.com/documents/auction/TCRC%20Auction%20Flyer%202026.pdf
https://tcrconline.com/documents/auction/TCRC%20Auction%20Flyer%202026.pdf
https://tcrconline.com/index.php
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2025-2026 AMA  

Dues Statements 
 

     Most older TCRC members 

should have received their 2025-

2026 dues statements in the mail 

this month from the Academy of 

Model Aeronautics.  Newer 

members renew on the anniversary 

of the month they joined. 
 

     AMA 2025 dues are the same as 

the previous year.  They are: 
 

• Adult (19-65)      $85  

• Senior (65 and up)  $75  

• Under 19     Free              

or $15 with MA  
 

     Your AMA membership gives 

you $2.5 million in personal 

liability coverage, $25,000 in 

medical coverage and also a 

subscription to either the print or 

digital Model Aviation for the year. 
 

     To belong to TCRC, you must 

have a valid membership for the 

year in AMA. 
 

     Please note that AMA also has a 

Park Pilot membership that has a 

cost of $38 per year, but that 

membership is not valid for 

membership in TCRC.  
 

     To renew your membership in 

AMA, the Academy gives you four 

methods:  at the AMA website, 

www.modelaircraft.org; by phone 

at (765) 287-1256; or by returning 

the renewal form you received in 

the mail in the supplied envelope. 
 

     Deadline for paying your 2026 

AMA dues is December 15 to avoid 

a lapse in membership services.    ☺ 

 

 

 

 

New Members 
 

     At the January meeting TCRC 

had three new members join the 

club.   

 

     Tony Persio lives at 101 Dover 

Court in Jordan 55352.  His phone 

number is 763-321-9626 and his 

email is tpersio@gmail.com.  Tony 

has been flying for one year and 

currently is flying a Carbon Cub. 

 

     Tony’s son Lucas also joined the 

club under the family membership. 

 

     James Robb lives at 11133 

Johnson in Bloomington, 55437.  

His phone number is 651-491-2145 

and his email address is 

jjeffrobb@gmail.com.  

 

     When you see Tony, Lucas and 

James at a meeting or the field, be 

sure and introduce yourself and 

welcome them to TCRC.     

 

     That brings TCRC’s 

membership to 76 pilots.               ☺ 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Show & Tell 

Data Form 
 

     Bringing a plane to the TCRC 

meeting for Show & Tell? 

 

     If you are, be sure to go to the 

club website TCRCOnline.com and 

print out a blank Show & Tell Data 

Form.  Fill this out and make sure it 

gets to the newsletter editor, Jim 

Cook so that the correct 

information shows up about your 

new airplane in the newsletter. 

 

     Also, if Jim is not at the meeting, 

make sure someone takes a picture 

of your new masterpiece and emails 

the picture to Jim also.  If he is not 

at the meeting, you can have 

someone take a picture of the 

completed form and email that 

picture to him also.                      ☺ 

 

 

You Are Needed To 

Work At The 

TCRC Auction!!!! 
 

http://www.modelaircraft.org/
mailto:tpersio@gmail.com
mailto:jjeffrobb@gmail.com
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Looking For A Great R/C Club? 
 

     If you are into the hobby of flying R/C airplanes, or thinking about 

getting into the hobby, Twin City Radio Controllers is the club for you. 
 

 
 

     TCRC owns 40 acres of land in Jordan, Minnesota and has paved 

runways, taxiways and pits on that land for flying model aircraft. There is 

also a shelter and a dedicated parking lot on the property.  The club also 

owns all of the equipment necessary to keep the land well maintained. 
 

     The Jordan site is an FAA Recognized Identification Area (FRIA) and 

TCRC members do not have to have a broadcast module on their aircraft 

while flying at the site. 
 

     To be a member of TCRC, a pilot must be a member of the Academy 

of Model Aeronautics (AMA) and be registered with the FAA.  The club 

helps new members with these registrations. 
 

     The club also has an auxiliary flying site just two miles away from the 

Jordan Field if the Jordan Field is not available. 
 

     To be a member of TCRC there is a one-time initiation fee for new 

members in the amount of $75.00.  The annual dues are: 
 

  Adult  $105.00 

  Family  $105.00 

  Junior  $  47.50  (Under 16 years of age) 

  Social  4    0.00 
 

     TCRC has monthly meetings October thru May at Crosspoint Church 

located at 98th Street and France Avenue at 7:00 PM.  The meetings for 

the months June, July, August, and September are held at the Jordan Field 

at 5:00 PM, weather permitting.  At the indoor meeting, there is usually a 

program about building or flying R/C aircraft. 
 

     Additional benefits of being a TCRC member are several members-

only flying events, a spring and fall float fly on Bush Lake in 

Bloomington, the largest upper Midwest R/C annual auction, and being 

able to have access to members with vast experience in the hobby. 
 

     To become a member of TCRC you can contact Tim Wirtz at 952-941-

5357, or visit TCRCOnline.com, or come to a monthly meeting, or stop 

by the Jordan Field located at 18304 Sioux Vista Trail in Jordan.                 ☺ 

 

 

TCRC Apparel 

For Sale 
 

by Ken Weddell 

 

     Members and friends can now 

purchase grey sweatshirts, grey T-

shirts and hats.  The costs are: 

 

• T-Shirts $12 

 

• Sweatshirts  $20 

 

• Hats  $13 

 

     If you are interested in purchasing 

any TCRC apparel, please let me 

know what item and size you would 

like and it will be available at the next 

regular membership meeting.             ☺ 

 

Contacting The 

Editor 
 

by Jim Cook 

 

     I have shut down my “Q” email 

address and will no longer receive 

emails there. 

 

     To contact me, or send an article 

or photos, please use my “icloud” 

address from now on. 

 

     Thanks.                                               ☺ 

 

 

Be A Buyer, A Seller, 

And A Worker At The 

TCRC Auction 
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Twin City Radio Controllers 
 

 

 

 
 

 


