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The TCRC Annual 
Auction February 4th 

 
by Jim Cook 

 
     The biggest R/C Airplane Auction in the Upper Midwest -- the TCRC 
Annual Auction -- will be held on Saturday, February 4th, at its normal 
location of CrossPoint Church at the intersection of 98th Street and 
France Avenue in Bloomington, Minnesota. 
 
     If you are planning on being a seller at the TCRC Auction, you can 
pre-register at TCRCOnline.com.  Instructions for pre-registration are on 
page 7 of this newsletter.  Remember there is a minimum opening bid 
requirement of $20, so sellers are urged to bundle lower priced items to 
be well above the $20 opening.  If the seller check-in people do not 
believe an item will achieve the minimum bid they may require that item 
to be sold on the bargain table during the auction. 
 
     If you are a buyer, you will have several different means to purchase 
R/C airplanes and equipment:  1) By bidding on items continually 
coming across the main stage from 9:00 AM to 5:00 PM;  2) By bidding 
on select items in a silent auction throughout the course of the day;  and 
3)  By visiting the bargain table for R/C items priced between $15-$30. 
 
     Doors open at 6:45 AM for seller registration and check in, and for 
buyer registration.  There is a $5 admission charge for everyone 
attending the auction.  A Bidder’s Card is included in the admission 
charge.   
 
     At 8:15 AM the impound area will be opened to give the bidders a 
chance to get close-up looks at the items that will be sold.  In addition, 
all items heading for the auction block will proceed down tables in the 
auction hall and be shown on a closed-circuit TV screen appearing on the 
main stage.  Items approaching the auction block take about 45 minutes 
to go across these tables. 
 

     If you are a seller and you feel 
your item is selling for too low of 
price, you may protect that item by 
being the winning bidder.  In that 
case, you will be charged a buyback 
fee of 10% of the selling price up to 
a maximum of $20.  On successful 
auction sales, TCRC takes a 
commission of $5 or 10% of the 
selling price, whichever is greater, 
on all items. 
 
     Through the course of the day, 
there will be a concession stand 
starting with coffee and rolls in the 
morning, and sandwiches and 
beverages for the rest of the day.  
Patrons must stay in the concession 
area (which is on the main auction 
floor) while eating and drinking.  No 
food or beverage is allowed outside 
of this area, including carry-ins. 
 
     For buyers, TCRC accepts cash, 
checks and credit cards.  If a credit 
card is used a 3% fee will be 
charged.  Buyers will be charged 
Minnesota State sales tax for their 
purchases.  All items must be paid 
for and removed by the end of the 
auction. 
 
     Sellers will be sent their proceeds 
from sales very soon after the 
auction. 
 

Continued On Page 3, Col. 1 



January, 2023                             Minneapolis, Minnesota U.S.A.                                             Page 2 
 

   
 
     Hello Members, 
 
     HAPPY NEW YEAR!  I hope that everyone had a nice holiday season 
with family and friends.  With the snow and temperatures below zero it 
made traveling a bit harder.  As Minnesotans we should be used to it right? 
 
     Just in case you haven’t heard the 46th Annual TCRC Auction is just 
around the corner on February 4th.   That is only 34 days away, less than 5 
weeks.  This is the largest auction in the state and perhaps the Midwest.  
To keep our reputation of having a very well run auction, the club needs 
your help!  I hope that you are planning on volunteering sometime on 
Friday night and Saturday.  It takes 40 to 50 people to have things run 
smoothly.  This is a great opportunity to meet new members of the club 
and rekindle old friendships.   
 
     The work begins at 5pm on Friday afternoon with transforming the 
church into an auction house.  We move furniture and set up chairs and 
tables and this does not end until everything is put back where it belongs, 
and the church is cleaned up.  Once we are set up Friday, we will check in 
TCRC club member’s items to save some congestion on Saturday 
morning.  Doors will open Saturday morning at 6:45 am if not before to 
check in items.  This will continue throughout the morning even after the 
start of the auction at 9 am,  after giving buyers a chance to view the items 
between 8:15 to 8:45. 
 
     We will start selling the 400 plus items at 9 am and continue until the 
last item is sold that afternoon, hopefully before 5 pm.  Sold items can be 
paid for and picked up throughout the day to help with the congestion at 
the cashier at the end of the auction.  
 
     Last year we started using new software designed for the auction to 
reduce the amount of clerical and paper work.  It worked very well from 
keeping track of sellers and buyer’s inventory to printing off a receipt of 
items purchased for buyers to have.  For Tim and I,  it made it easier to get 
the checks sent out as well as calculating the club’s 10 % share. 
 
     A few years ago, TCRC started taking credit cards as a convenience for 
the buyers.  For those who wanted to pay with credit cards it was well 
received.  TCRC has been absorbing the credit card fees which reduces 

the club’s profit from the auction 
which is our only fundraiser.  This 
year TCRC will be charging a 3% fee 
to cover the credit card fees.  TCRC 
will of course be taking cash and 
checks as payment for your 
purchases.  
 
     If you have any items that you 
would like to donate to the club to sell 
at the auction you can bring them to 
the next club meeting on January 10th 
or bring them to the auction.  You can 
also call me at 612-964-8877 if you 
need to have them picked up. 
 
     At the meeting on the 10th we will 
mainly be covering the details of the 
auction and answering any questions 
about the auction.  It is a good way to 
learn how it is run and what areas we 
still need volunteers for.  Some 
volunteer tasks are: runners, 
concessions, registration, spotters, 
impound, as well as set up, tear down 
and clean up.   
 
     There have been a few members 
flying at the TCRC flying field.  Both 
flying off the plowed parking lot on 
wheels or off the snow on skis.  The 
driveway is usually plowed within 
two days of the snow event except 
when conditions are not suitable for 
flying due to wind or cold 
temperatures. You can call me and 
see if it has been plowed. 
 
     Remember, we need you at the 
auction.  Hopefully we will see you 
there.                                                 J 
 

TCRC meets every month on the 

2nd Tuesday at 7:00 PM in 

Fellowship Hall of CrossPoint 

Church located on the 

southeastern corner of the 

intersection of 98th Street and 

France Avenue in Bloomington.  

Guests are welcome to attend these 

meetings. 
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TCRC 46th 
Annual Auction 

 
Continued From Page 1 

 
     Because this is such a long 
event, TCRC has purchased many 
nice airplane kits that can be won by 
several lucky bidders if they are still 
present at the end of the auction.  
These can only be won by non-
TCRC members. 
 
     The TCRC Auction is a great 
event, and it gives both buyers and 
sellers a chance to sell or purchase 
some great R/C items and to be a 
part of an enjoyable event on a 
cold winter day.  Come to the 46th 
TCRC Annual Auction!  It will be 
bigger and better than ever!         J 

 

Show & Tell 
Data Form 

 
     Bringing a plane to the TCRC 
meeting for Show & Tell? 
 
     If you are, be sure to go to the 
club website TCRCOnline.com and 
print out a blank Show & Tell Data 
Form.  Fill this out and make sure it 
gets to the newsletter editor, Jim 
Cook so that the correct 
information shows up about your 
new airplane in the newsletter. 
 
     Also, if Jim is not at the meeting, 
make sure someone takes a picture 
of your new masterpiece and emails 
the picture to Jim also.  If he is not 
at the meeting, you can have 
someone take a picture of the 
completed form and email that 
picture to him also.                      J 
 

 

TCRC Meetings 
Continue To Offer 
Virtual Attendance 
 
     Now that summer is over and so 
are the ‘meetings at the field’, 
TCRC takes its monthly 
membership meetings back inside 
to CrossPoint Church. 
 
     And while it is great to be able 
to get out and attend the monthly 
TCRC meetings, there are times 
when we just can’t.  And if that is 
the case, and you still have access 
to your phone or iPad or laptop, you 
can still be at the meeting via Zoom. 
 
    Tim Wirtz acts as host, sets up 
the Zoom meeting, and furnishes 
the link to all members prior to the 
meeting. 
 
     At the TCRC physical meeting, 
Tim has his laptop there and sets up 
a camera so those in the Zoom 
meeting can see those in 
attendance. 
 
     This has worked well, and the 
members appreciate having the 
option to attend a meeting when it 
is inconvenient to be there 
physically.  
 
     So, there is really no excuse why 
you can’t make it to the monthly 
TCRC membership meetings!       J 
 
 

It’s Building Season! 
 

Bring Your Plane To 
Show & Tell 

 

 
 

 

2022-2023 AMA  
Dues Statements 
 
     Most older TCRC members 
should have received their 2022-
2023 dues statements in the mail 
this month from the Academy of 
Model Aeronautics.  Newer 
members renew on the anniversary 
of the month they joined. 
 
     AMA 2023 dues are the same as 
the previous year.  They are: 
 
• Adult (19-65)      $85  
• Senior (65 and up)  $75  
• Under 19      Free              

or $15 with MA  
 
     Your AMA membership gives 
you $2.5 million in personal 
liability coverage, $25,000 in 
medical coverage and also a 
subscription to either the print or 
digital Model Aviation for the year. 
 
     To belong to TCRC, you must 
have a valid membership for the 
year in AMA. 
 
     Please note that AMA also has a 
Park Pilot membership that has a 
cost of $38 per year, but that 
membership is not valid for 
membership in TCRC.  
 
     To renew your membership in 
AMA, the Academy gives you four 
methods:  at the AMA website, 
www.modelaircraft.org; by phone 
at (765) 287-1256; or by returning 
the renewal form you received in 
the mail in the supplied envelope. 
 
     Take the time to pay your 2023 
AMA dues today.                         J 



January, 2023                             Minneapolis, Minnesota U.S.A.                                             Page 4 
 

TCRC 2023 Dues Renewal 
Statement 

 
By Tim Wirtz 

  
      Your 2023 TCRC Club renewal is now due.  All current members 
should have received an email 2023 Dues Renewal Statement directly 
from treasurer Tim Wirtz.  Before your renewal application can be 
processed by TCRC, your 2023 AMA Membership must be current.  A 
2023 Membership Card will not be issued until the AMA website shows 
your AMA status as current.  Your 2023 AMA Membership status will be 
verified using an AMA website application.  There is no need to submit a 
paper copy of your AMA Membership status with this application. 
  
     To serve the TCRC Membership, the Board requires a signature of each 
pilot confirming their intent to abide by the Field Rules that are posted on 
the TCRC Website 
(http://www.tcrconline.com/documents/field_rules.htm) and in the shelter 
at the main field.  Your payment of your yearly dues constitutes your 
acknowledgment that you intend to abide by the Field Rules 
  
TCRC Membership types are as follows: 
  
Regular:  Those 19 years or over as of July 1, 2023 
 
Family:   Regular member plus all son(s)/daughter(s).  Pilots under 19 
years of July 1, 2023 must have a current 2023 AMA Membership 
 
Junior:  Those under 19 years as of July 1, 2023 (who are not part of a 
Family Membership) 
 
Social Affiliate:   An affiliate of TCRC with no flying privileges (does 
not require AMA Membership) 
  
     The 2023 Membership Dues are listed below. Early Renewal 
applications must be post-marked or received electronically by 15 January 
2023.   Receipt of payment is proof of renewal. NO NEED TO PRINT 
AND SEND THIS FORM 
 
                      Normal  Renewal                  Early 
 
      Regular membership  $105.00   $90.00 
 
      Family membership        $105.00   $90.00 
 
      Junior membership       $  47.50    $35.00 
 
      Social Affiliate    $  35.00   $30.00 

  
     If you had a Family Membership 
in 2023, your family membership will 
automatically be renewed as such 
with the family members on file.  If 
there are additional family members 
that need to be added, please 
email treasurer@tcrconline.com. 
  
     In your email dues statement, 
please confirm your email address 
and your phone number.  If 
corrections are needed, you can send 
them via email 
to treasurer@tcrconline.com. 

  
      The preferred payment method 
this year is PayPal, however credit 
cards and checks will be accepted.   If 
paying by PayPal, use the following 
links: 
 
Early Renewal: 
 
– www.PayPal.Me/TCRCTreasurer/
90 
 
Regular Renewal: 
 
– www.PayPal.Me/TCRCTreasurer/
105 
 
     If paying by Credit Card, please 
call Tim Wirtz at 952-297-5226. 
  
     Mail your check payment to:   
 

Tim Wirtz 
1511 Emerson Ave N 
Minneapolis, MN 55411 

 
     Renew today so you are sure to be 
able to utilize the early renewal 
discount.                                          J 
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     Happy New Year  to everyone!   
 
     Well, with the holidays over we can now concentrate on our hobby.  
I'm sure many have gotten new planes to build, assemble, or create.  
Whatever your deal is, enjoy the process.  Remember if you are building 
a kit, it's not a race but a marathon, and when finished you will be rewarded 
with a great accomplishment of being able to fly that masterpiece that you 
built. 
 
     I know it's very nerve racking thinking about putting that new plane in 
the air.  Get some help if need be, nothing wrong with that.   I know that 
even assembly of a foam plane or ARF can be heart pounding, but isn't 
that one of the things that makes model planes so exciting?  Whatever type 
of model you have, take the time to get it ready to fly.  Make sure all the 
radio equipment is installed correctly.  The servos should be in the correct 
position to give a smooth movement of the control surface.  Make sure 
that the servo moves back and forth and that it returns to center each time.  
Don't think the wind will blow the surface back to the right spot.  
Remember if there is something wrong or marginal, once the plane is in 
the air it will not fix itself, contrary to what you believe.  Also make sure 
everything is going in the correct direction.  Too many times we see 
ailerons setup backwards, elevator backwards, even throttle backwards.  
 
     Also check to see that the nose gear or tail wheel is going the same as 
the rudder and in the right direction.  Installing your radio is not the place 
to be in a hurry.  Remember just because you install the radio where the 
plans show make sure with everything on and in the correct place, also 
gear retracted that the plane balances as shown on the plans -- very 
important!  I've seen many a test flight where the balance point was not 
checked, many times ending in disaster. 
 
     And one last time before you takeoff make sure all surfaces go in the 
correct direction and also come back to neutral. 
 
     Auction time is here, and we need your help.  Plan on volunteering and 
be part of the auction -- it's fun and rewarding.  I hope that you find that 
perfect model there or you are selling that model to move on to something 
else.  Plan on being at the auction on February 4th.                                  J 

 

Calendar  
 
Jan. 1  Happy New Year! 
 
Jan. 1  Pre-Registration for 
  TCRC Auction 
  Available at 
  TCRCOnline.com 
 
Jan. 7  All Season Flyer 
  Kickoff 
  Jordan Flying Field 
  10-10-10 Rule 
 
Jan. 10  TCRC Membership 
  Meeting, 7:00 PM 
  CrossPoint Church 
  Bloomington, MN 
 
Jan. 15  Deadline for TCRC 
  Dues Payment to 
  Utilize Discount 
 
Feb. 3  Auction Set-Up 
  5:00 PM 
  CrossPoint Church 
 
Feb. 4  TCRC Annual 
  Auction 
  CrossPoint Church 
  Bloomington 
     

 
 

Lock The Gate! 
 
     It is very important that the gate to 
the field be kept locked at all times 
when there is no member present. 
 
    It is every member’s job to lock the 
gate when he/she is the last one at the 
field.  It doesn't matter the time of day 
or how nice the weather is.  This 
simple rule is to keep the gate locked 
to prevent theft, vandalism and the 
unauthorized use of our land from 
occurring.                                         J 
 



January, 2023                                       Minneapolis, Minnesota U.S.A.                                   Page 6 
 

2023 TCRC Annual Calendar 
	

DATE		 	 EVENT	 	 	 	 	 REMARKS	
 

January 4  1st Qtr BOD Meeting    Bob Breisemeister’s Home, 7 PM 
January 7  2022 All Season Flyer Kickoff   TCRC Model Air Park, 10-10-10 Rule 
January 10  Membership Meeting    CrossPoint Church, Bloomington, 7 PM 
January 15  Deadline for TCRC Dues Discount  Postmarked on or before January 15 
February 3  Auction Set-Up    CrossPoint Church, 5 PM 
February 4  TCRC 46th Annual Auction   CrossPoint Church, 6:45 AM to 5 PM 
February 11  All Season Flyer Session   TCRC Model Air Park, 10-10-10 Rule 
February 14  Membership Meeting     CrossPoint Church, 5 PM Pizza & Pop 
March 4  End of Winter Fun Fly    TCRC Model Air Park, 10-10-10 Rule 
March 14  Membership Meeting    CrossPoint Church and Zoom, 7 PM 
April 1   April Fools Fun Fly    TCRC Model Air Park, 10-10-10 Rule  
April 5   2nd Qtr BOD Meeting    Bob Breisemeister’s Home, 7 PM 
April 11  Membership Meeting    CrossPoint Church and Zoom, 7 PM 
May 6   TCRC Jordan Clean-Up & Fly-In  TCRC Model Air Park 9 AM 
May 9   Membership Meeting    CrossPoint Church and Zoom, 7 PM 
May 9   Building Contest    CrossPoint Church 
* May 13  Spring Float Fly    Bush Lake Park, 10 AM, Steve Meyer 
May 20   Spring Swap Meet & Fun Fly   TCRC Model Air Park or Fairgrounds, Bob B 
**June 13  Membership Meeting At The Field  5:30 PM Dinner, 7 PM Meeting 
*June 17  Electric Fly-In  and Competition (Open) TCRC Model Air Park, Gerry Dunne 
**July 11  Membership Meeting At The Field  5:30 PM Dinner, 7 PM Meeting 
*July 15  Wings Over Jordan and Camp Out  TCRC Model Air Park, Bob Breisemeister 
August 2  3rd Qtr BOD Meeting    Bob Breisemeister’s Home, 7 PM 
**August 8  Membership Meeting At The Field  5:30 PM Dinner, 7 PM Meeting 
*August 26  Model Aviation Day    TCRC Model Air Park, T. Wirtz & B Johnson 
*September 9  Scale Fly (Open)    TCRC Model Air Park, Scott Anderson 
**September 12 Membership Meeting At The Field  5:30 PM Dinner, 7 PM Meeting 
*September 16  Fall Float Fly (Open)    Bush Lake Park, 10 AM, Steve Meyer 
*September 23  Swap Meet and Fun Fly   TCRC Model Air Park or Fairgrounds, Bob B 
October 7  Crocktoberfest Season Finale   TCRC Model Air Park, Brian Johnson 
October 10  Membership Meeting    CrossPoint Church and Zoom, 7 PM 
November 7  Membership Meeting - Elections  CrossPoint Church and Zoom, 7 PM 
November 7  Ugly Airplane Contest    CrossPoint Church, 7 PM, Sherwood Heggen 
November 18  TCRC Annual Banquet  & Awards  David Fong’s, Prior Lake, 5 PM 
December 2  All Season Flyer Finale   TCRC Model Air Park, 10-10-10 Rule 
December 6  Joint Board Meeting    Bob Breisemeister’s Home, 7 PM 
December 12  Membership Meeting    CrossPoint Church and Zoom,7 PM 
 
*  Denotes events open to other than club members. 
**  If bad weather the meeting will be held at 7 PM at CrossPoint Church 


